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Energy transition,
now more urgent than ever

By María de la Cruz, CEO of H2 Chile (Chilean Hydrogen Association)

Chile has a clear strategy and 
national goals related to 

development of green hydrogen: we 
seek to be among the world’s main 
producers and exporters of this energy 
vector by 2030. Our geographical 
conditions favor us – the high 
availability of solar and wind power 
– but the fact that we have reached a 
cross-cutting public policy agreement 
to promote this industry has also 
cooperated toward achieving this goal.

A new government arrived in 
March and their first signs are of 
continuity and reinforcing what 
has been done in terms of driving, 
promoting, and supporting the 
renewable energy industry and 
green hydrogen in particular.  

The national and international 
political agenda have become more 
favourable toward more decisive 
local action on sustainability, with 
increased awareness of what climate 
change is doing to territories, human 
groups, and economies. That is 
why we believe it is positive for 
Chile to be sending clear signs of 
implementing a regulatory agenda 
that promotes a hydrogen economy.

More milestones are pointing in 
the same direction. The Russia-
Ukraine conflict has prompted 
the European Union to accelerate 
decisions to stop depending on fossil 
fuels, with a remarkable inclination 
for renewable hydrogen, which 
will trigger many suppliers around 
the world to join this effort.

Some weeks ago, H2 Chile had the 
opportunity to sign a cooperation 
agreement with the partnership 

of French companies Task Force Hydrogène 
to boost the development of green hydrogen 
projects on both sides of the Atlantic. One 
of the things we discussed with the French 
executives was precisely the fact that 
countries like Chile, among others with 
the potential to produce green hydrogen, 
will be able to play a significant role in this 
new geopolitical and energy context.

Accelerating the energy transition is a 
priority, especially for countries like ours, 
which are very exposed to the impacts that 
conflicts like the current one in Eastern 
Europe have on energy prices, especially fossil 
fuels. We cannot allow that our economic 
and social development depend so heavily 
on polluting sources; their early replacement 
is also a strategic issue for our economies. 
This opens opportunities for new businesses 
and local development, considering the 
urgency of a cleaner energy matrix. 

Chile has an important policy agenda. The 
climate change act was passed, with the aim 
of reducing greenhouse gasses emissions in 
many industrial sectors. In addition, Congress 
is debating draft legislation to promote 
blending green hydrogen with natural gas, 
and  – another – on electricity storage and 
electromobility that offers more certainty 
to hydrogen plant investors and benefits 
for electric cars. In addition, a series of 
regulations and guides aimed at facilitating 
the installation of hydrogen plants are also in 
place. Several agencies have worked on this 
and participated in diverse public consultation 
processes to update these documents. 

But one of the Chilean state’s most 
decisive measures in support of green 
hydrogen is the launch of $50m investment 
fund set up by Chile’s Economic 
Development Agency (Corfo), which 
seeks to encourage the development of 

projects with a capacity of over 10MW.
Along the same lines, another of the 

priorities is to make progress towards the 
certification of green hydrogen. For H2 
Chile it is essential to adopt a system that 
allows to assure buyers that their hydrogen 
comes from renewable sources. This is 
fundamental and necessary to materialise 
the opportunities offered by our advantages 
as a country with vast natural resources 
for renewable energy generation. 

In other words, Chile is paving the 
way for the gradual arrival of hydrogen 
projects on different scales and for different 
applications (industrial or domestic). All 
these efforts come within the framework of 
the commitments made concerning climate 
action. Green hydrogen represents 21% of the 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions that 
Chile submitted to the United Nations as its 
National Determined Contribution (NDC). 
Decarbonising the national energy matrix 
is a state commitment that goes beyond 
the government in power at a given time.

The post-pandemic world, which currently 
faces unexpected and undesirable crises 
like the war in Ukraine, has driven and 
accelerated many changes that used to 
seem far off: remote work, e-commerce, 
reduced fossil fuel use, the promotion of 
electromobility, and the fast incorporation of 
new alternative fuels such as green hydrogen. 
The future that used to seem so distant is 
now knocking at the door, defying leaders 
to make decisions and businesses to take on 
challenges. We knew we had to replace fossil 
fuels; but now it is more urgent than ever.

“We cannot 
allow that 
our economic 
and social 
development 
depend so 
heavily on 
polluting 
sources; 
their early 
replacement is 
also a strategic 
issue for our 
economies”

About H2 Chile

It was founded in 2018 as non-profit trade 
association. Its main propose is to promote 
zero emissions development by accelerating 
the adoption of renewable hydrogen in our 
society, fostering public-private collaboration.
H2 Chile has currently more than 110 members, 
considering professionals and companies, 
which represent the entire green hydrogen 
value chain. www.h2chile.cl
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